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became a search, not for the real amidst the confusions of the seeming and unreal, but a search for the seeming and the plausible, to the detriment, or at least to the ignoring, of any reality at all
The end of philosophy then was no longer universal truth, but individual success ; and consistently enough, the philosopher himself professed the individualism of his own point of view, by teaching only those who were prepared to pay him for his teaching. All over Greece, with the growth of democracy, this philosophy of persuasion became popular ; but it was to Athens, under Pericles at this time the centre of all that was most vivid and splendid in Greek life and thought, that the chief teachers of the new philosophy flocked from every part of the Greek world.
The first great leader of the Sophists was Prota- 177 goras. He, it is said, was the first to teach for pay ; he also was the first to adopt the name of Sophist. In the word Sophist there was indeed latent the idea which subsequently attached to it, but as first used it seems to have , implied this only, that skill was the object of the teaching rather than truth; the new teachers professed themselves ' practical men/ not mere theorists.
The Greek word, in short, meant an able cultivated man in any branch of the arts ; and the development of practical capacity was doubtless what Protagoras